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At the semi-annual meeting of the New York State Homceo- 
pathic Medical Society, recently held at Grove Springs, Dr. Brown 
of Binghamton presented a paper entitled, “The influences which 
cause the mother to desire an abortion.” 

The doctor, however, has omitted the mention of one “ cause,” 
which, in the writer’s judgment, has influenced many mothers 
to desire an abortion, and many doctors to accept that dernier 
resort when the life of the mother was apparently at stake. I 
refer to The Nausea of Pregnancy. The woman who has patiently 
suffered a living death during nine long weary months of gestation— 
and such instances can be freely cited—naturally shrinks from a 
repetition of the ordeal, and appeals to her physician for relief. The 
physician, if a “regular,” makes her stomach a receptacle for 
strange, weird compounds, time-honored remedies, or the latest 
craze of some enterprising pharmaceutist. 

If of the homeeopathic variety with a tendency in the Hahne- 
mannian direction, he peppers her with minute globules and sugar 
of milk placeboes, vainly hoping that the latter months of pregnancy 
will bring a mitigation, if not a-suspension of the distressing con- 
dition. 

Of course I have reference to an extreme case; but extreme 
cases unfortunately are quite frequent, and demand more of our 
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attention than those self-limited conditions which make reputation 
for both the heroic dose and the infinitesimal globule. 

Not a physician present but can relate case after case where the 
well-selected remedy given under the homeopathic law had an ap- 
; parently beneficial effect, and yet many a physician present, if he 
will come down to hard facts, will tell you of instances where his 
efforts were without avail, and where time alone brought the relief 
that was denied the resources of his art. 


When one endeavors to gain information regarding the etiology 


of this condition, he discovers such a diversity of opinion, such a 
range of conjecture, and if I may be pardoned the expression, so 
much agnosticism, that he can despairingly say, “ The cause is hid- 
den but the effect is notorious”; in proof of which let me briefly 
cite the expression of some authorities : ’ , 

Ramsbotham—Considers symptoms dependent on pressure and 
directs attention to the alimentary canal. 

Bedford—Believes the new condition of uterus induces irritation 
to stomach through reflex action of spinal cord, and considers it 
a physiological and not a pathological phenomenon. 

Ludlam—Says very difficult to explain cause. Worst cases are 
associated with chronic intractable disease of liver; also may de- 
pend on uterine deviation. 

Marsden—Thinks perhaps it is sometimes dependent upon 
neurosis or extreme irritability of the sympathetic system of nerves. 

Cazeaux—When it occurs near term we may justly attribute it to 
pressure, * * * * butin the early stages it is more difficult to 
explain, unless we content ourselves by referring it to the numerous 
sympathies existing between the uterus and the stomach. 

Playfair’s theory is that one class of cases can be traced to local 
cause in connection with the gravid uterus, and are either mechanical 
results of pressure or of some displacement or morbid state of the 
uterus ; while the origin of others may be said to be complex, being 
partly due to sympathetic irritation, partly to pressure, and partly to 
obscure nutritive changes produced by the pregnant state. 

The amount of positive information one secures regarding the 
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cause of the disturbance is only equalled by the proposed methods 
for relief, and if one is confusing, the other is worse confounded. 

A year ago, while attending the clinics of Dr. W. Gill Wylie, the 
erudite and eminently successful gynecologist of Bellevue Hospital, 
I became conversant with his views on this subject, and enjoyed 
abundant opportunity for witnessing the effect of his treatment. 
The doctor has arrived at the conclusion—after a close study and 

observation of many cases—that the nausea and vomiting of preg- 
, nancy is due, in the majority of instances, to an abnormal condition 
of the cervix uteri ; that this condition may arise from an imperfect 
development of the cervix, from acute disease, or from the effect of 
previous disease. That any pathological state which interferes 
with the softening and other changes which the cervix undergoes 
during pregnancy, may cause nauseal vomiting. 

You are aware that during pregnancy the cervix undergoes a 
softening process, which obtains to the fullest degree after the fourth 
month, and progresses to such an extent, that a week or so before 
labor the cervix may be so shortened and flattened that it cannot 
be defined at all. 

If, then, you examine per vaginum a pregnant woman, suffering 
from nausea and vomiting, and find the cervix as hard as the tip of 
your nose, when it should feel as hard as your lips, you are probably 
on the track of the exciting cause. 

Seeking still further you may find granular erosion, hard cica- 
trixes from laceration, diseased everted tissues, or hyperesthesia of 
the mucous lining interfering with the softening process, so that ex- 
pansion cannot normally take place, and reflex vomiting is the result. 

In accordance with these views the doctor gives local treatment 
for any lesion he may discern, and if no acute disease is present, he 
imitates nature by artificially dating the cervix. 

The simple fact that any treatment is orthodox, does not com- 
mend itself to this original and practical physician ; he takes no 
man’s assertion for granted, nor does he follow any time-honored 
procedure until he himself has proved it to be true. Consequently 
he has found by actual experience that more abortions can be 
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obviated than caused by dilatation; that applications can safely be 
made to the cervix, and for at least three-fifths of an inch to the 
cervical canal, and that tepid vaginal injections can be safely used 
during pregnancy. 

Moreover, by the judicious local treatment of abnormal condi- 
tions, laceration of the cervix may be frequently prevented and the 
parturient woman placed in the best possible condition for delivery. 

The method of operating is as follows : 

Taking the precaution that the menses would not be due, or any 
of the premonitory symptoms exist, the vulva and vagina are care- 
fully washed with a bichloride solution 1 to 3000. And Iwould say 
in passing that all the doctor’s operations, large and small, are made 
under the protection of the antiseptic guardian angel, and to this 
precaution he attributes a measure of his phenomenal success. The 
blades of the dilator are then dipped in pure carbolic acid, and the 
free acid shaken off, when the points are introduced into the cervix 
for about half an inch, and slowly separated from one-third to 
one-half an inch. The cervix is then covered with iodoform 
with the powder-blower, and a pledget of borated absorbent cotton, 
with a string attached to it, soaked in pure glycerine, is placed 
against the cervix. This produces, as you are aware, a free watery 
discharge, relieving the congestion, if any be present. 

As a rule, this treatment will relieve nausea, but if after four or 
five days the trouble still exists, the dilatation may be repeated, and 
if the cervix is very long the dilator may pass to three-fourths of an 
inch. Very rarely indeed will any more interference be required. 

You will observe that the treatment is purely local and mechani- 
cal; no medicine is given by the month, but the results are prompt, 
positive and lasting. True, it will not be as remunerative as if you 
made a prescription or visit every second or third day for a period 
of several months, but I fancy your patient will be fully as grateful, 
and your own patience not so severely taxed. 


I will detain you with but a single case in illustration. It is also 
a typical one, both as regards the serious character of the disturb- 
ance and the result attained. 
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Mrs. R., et. 35 primipara, gives a history of continuous nausea 
during past four months. Retains with difficulty the simplest nour- 
ishment; profuse salivation and marked emaciation. Has received 
the careful treatment of a trustworthy homeceopathic physician, but 
without benefit. Remedies apparently en rapport with the condition, 
have given no result. Symptoms show no signs of yielding, but 
rather increase in intensity, 

I requested and obtained an examination, and found the cervix 
tumefied and with a granular erosion partially surrounding the os 
uteri. Protruding from the os was a small fungoid growth—which 
bled freely when touched—together with a profuse albuminous dis- 
charge. 

The persistent nausea was then accounted for. The growth was 
removed by torsion, and pure carbolic acid applied to the erosion 
and to the cervical canal. A tampon saturated with glycerine was 
left 72 situ, with directions to remove it after twenty-four hours, when 
a tepid vaginal douche was ordered. The treatment was repeated 
at intervals of five days, until the cervix presented a more healthy 
appearance, The symptoms were somewhat ameliorated imme- 
diately after the first treatment, and every successive treatment gave 
some relief, but still the nausea and occasional vomiting were present. 
I then proceeded to dilate, which was accomplished with Wylie’s 
uterine dilator, though now the doctor has modified his instrument 
for use in these cases, the blades being bent nearly at right angles, 
.so that not more than three-fifths of an inch can enter the canal. 
Very little pain but some hemorrhage accompanied the dilatation. I 
used the iodoform blower and introduced the glycerine pledget, with 
instructions to remove it on the accession of pain. The relief was 
marked, and immediately all the symptoms showed improvement; 
the stomach less irritable, the appetite improved, the salivation less- 
ened. After ten days, the tendency to nausea remaining, the dilata- 
tion was repeated and my patient was practically cured. No other 
treatment was given except the vaginal douche of tepid water, which 
was continued every second day up to the time of labor. . 

The labor itself was remarkably easy, and the improved condition 
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of the mother resulted in the production of a bouncing, healthy 
child. 

Now, when a similar result can be obtained in four out of every 
five cases of obstinate nausea and vomiting, when the treatment itself 
improves the physical condition of the mother, and thus tends to de- 
velop vigor and vitality in the offspring, when the procedure is so 
simple, safe and effective, why should we resort to drugs in either 
large or small doses, to achieve results that can be secured by a bet- 
ter, speedier and at least equally scientific method ? 


ANTIMONIUM CRUDUM IN DIABETES MEL.” 


A CLINICAL OBSERVATION. 


Asa S. Coucn, M. D., Fredonia, N. Y. 


Miss E., zt. about 24; temperament nervous, bilious, sanguine; 
habit of body, rather delicate; situation in life, superior. 

Consultation with A. Wilson Dods, M. D. 

Symptoms: Dry tongue and mouth; tongue coated—dirty-yellow- 
ish towards the base—with red borders; great thirst for large draughts 
of water; capricious appetite; at times complete anorexia, at others 
canine hunger, with empty sensation in the stomach; nausea and 
qualmishness, returning at about the same time every day; bowels ob- 
stinately constipated; stools hard and dry as if baked; urine, profuse 
and rather too light colored; menstruation regular, but some dys- 
menorrhoea; much frontal headache, returning every day at about 
the same time in the forenoon; strength much diminished and body 
emaciated, with disposition to feel cold—lack of vital heat; senso- 
rium—gloomy, with tendency to marked irritability and despond- 
ency. With this showing, the patient was requested to place the 
end of her index-finger against the cold window-pane and allow it 
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to remain a few minutes. No moisture gathered about the finger- 
point. Diagnosis, probably, diabetis melitus. A specimen of the 
urine was requested for analysis. Meantime, patient to take bryonia, 
2* once in three hours. Some improvement followed; but the 
analysis, the following day, having demonstrated the presence of 
quite a percentage of sugar in the urine, the prescription was 
changed to nitrate of uranium, 3% trit., three times daily. Under it 
the amount of sugar was materially lessened, with some general im- 
provement, but followed by an early relapse to former conditions. 
To the best of my remembrance, kreosotum 3* was next exhibited, 
with similar results, z. ¢., a slight modification of all the symptoms. 
Then lactic acid, 1*, was given, and the patient for a time again im- 
‘proved, only to be again succeeded by another relapse to former 
states. At the request of the attending physician the patient was 
placed under my exclusive care. As no permanent result had fol- 
lowed former remedies, an exhaustive study of the materia medica 
was made for a similimum. 

Antimonium crud., which, so far as I know, is not mentioned in 
homeeopathic therapeutics for diabetis, was found to present the 
following picture: Great sadness and woeful mood; fretfulness; 
peevishness; vertigo; nausea; stupifying, dull headache in the fore- 
head; sad expression of the face; tongue coated thick and yellow, 
with red border; dryness of the mouth; loss of appetite, with disgust 
for all food; hungry early on waking, without appetite, with sense 
of emptiness in pit of stomach, and lack of vital heat; intense thirst, 
with dryness of the lips; nausea; vomiting; constipation; difficult, 
hard stool; frequent urination; involuntary urination; great lassi- 
tude; disposition to start at even slight noises; can scarcely keep 
still; convulsions, with vomiting; wakefulness. Attacks return 
periodically—same hour each day. 

No remedy could be found in the materia medica which pre- 
sented so graphic a presentation of the case in hand, except in re- 
lation to the urinary symptoms. But as it is coming more and 
more to be the opinion of the writer that the idiopathic path- 
ology in diabetis is cerebral, and as both his clinical observations 
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and homeeopathic provings show a powerful disorganizing effect 
upon the brain, and more especially upon the medulla, from long 
drugging with antimony, it was decided upon as the remedy, and 
given at the 2* trituration, four times daily. 

An immediate and surprising improvement in all the symptoms 
and conditions followed, and in a few weeks a perfect cure was es- 
tablished. The only change made was to raise the remedy to the 
3°, and at last to diminish the frequency of its exhibition. The 
patient lost all of her unpleasant symptoms as here recorded; the 
urine became normal in quantity and quality; the sensible and in- 
sensible perspiration returned, and in a comparatively brief period 
the full, round contour of the body was regained. Three years have 
passed away and the lady remains well. 

Points of possible value in connection with this case are: 1st, 
The unreliability of routine methods; 2d, The value of a guiding 
law in place of empiricism; 3d, The propriety of knowledge of path- 
ology; of studying into the pathogenesis of drugs, and of giving 
them in sensible doses in prescribing, instead of the single dose— 
long interval—highest attenuation—symptomological system (this 
patient had been prescribed for in this way two years by an eminent 
Hahnemannian and “ International”); 4th, That remedies which are 
not sufficiently homceopathic to cure, procure temporarily good re- 
sults, which shows that the laws of similars is a general law in the 
force kingdom, and consequently not subject to mortgage or 
conveyance in fee simple. 


A CASE OF NOSEBLEED. 





Louis A. Butt, M. D., Buffalo, N. Y. 


Called at midnight to a dangerous case of nasal hemorrhage. 
Without instruments, medicines or adjuncts of any kind, the propo- 
sition resolved itself into these factors: What todo? And howto 
do it? And the conclusion reached must be acted upon hurriedly, 
as the life current was ebbing rapidly. 
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I relate this case to bring forward an old time hemostatic; one 
of our grandmothers’ remedies, and like most of this class of home 
aids, having good common-sense backing. 

The text books contain many instances of cures of serious cases 
by simple means, but curiously the author is seldom the reporter of 
the cures in propria persone. Putting a key down the back, ice upon 
the nose or into its cavities, pressure upon the facial artery where it 
crosses the body of the lower jaw, or its nasal branch over the upper 
lip at the outer side of the nose, and many similar procedures have 
served in what were considered emergencies; but these, with recum- 
bent position, there is no doubt, would have stopped shortly of them- 
selves. 

But here was a case of a woman, 57 years old, of very fleshy 
habit of body, worn out by the labor of taking care of a pair of 
baby twins; she had had two or three quite serious hemorrhages 
within a week previous to the attack which I was called to attend, 
bit these the family had succeeded in stopping by holding up her 
arms and pushing little rolls of paper, filled with alum and persul- 
phate of iron powder, up the nostril, the hemorrhage coming en- 
tirely from the left. Upon this last occasion these means have been 
tried in vain, and as the arterial current leaped in great gushes over 
the barriers they had erected, they, in great alarm, sent for the near- 
est doctor, who happened to be the reporter. I found the patient 
rapidly becoming exsanguinated, her clothing was saturated, and 
towels placed at the nose became filled almost instantly, so rapid 
was the flow. The first indication was to clear the cavity, no easy 
matter as the persulphate had hardened everywhere except where it 
would do some good. This was shortly effected. I then asked what 
there was in the house that would stop bleeding, among other things 
mentioning turpentine; this they had. I syringed the cavity with - 
the turpentine, using an ordinary house syringe, and as, providen- 
tially, the physician who had attended the confinement resulting in 
the above-mentioned twins had left a gum elastic catheter, I passed 
this through the nasal canal into the pharynx, having previously fas- 
tened to its distal end a short linen thread. Removing the thread 
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from the catheter I brought it out through the mouth and fastened to 
it a piece of sponge, large enough to fill the naso pharynx, which I 
soaked in the turpentine and then drew tightly into place. Then 
cutting some long narrow strips of sponge and soaking them in the 
same manner as the other, I passed them as far back into the nasal 
cavity as possible, completely filling it. I then fastened the end of 
the thread coming from the mouth and that from the nose together 
over a piece of sponge upon the upper lip, and the operation and 
bleeding were at an end. 

This result was, of course, gratifying, but there is still another 
thing to be said in favor of this agent. When I came to remove 
the plugs 36 hours later, not only did the post and anterior nasal 
plugs come away easily, but there was no odor whatever to be noticed 
coming from either of these, but very little muco-purulent matter 
coming away on syringing the nose afterwards, removing all anxiety 
of blood poisoning. 

The use of turpentine, I have since found, is obscurely men- 
tioned in several works containing articles on epistaxis. But for my 
use of it I give credit to a farmers’ journal, wherein, many years 
ago, I read that strips of cotton cloth, soaked in turpentine and laid 
upon a bleeding surface, would stop hemorrhage. 


THE CAUSATION OF PULMONARY CONSUMPTION. 


The appearance of a recent extensive work by Dr. Hermann 
Brehmer of Berlin on the above subject is the occasion of an article 
in Science, of which the following is a summary : 

The contagiousness of pulmonary consumption has been be- 
lieved for more than a century, and still is accepted by many 
physicians. Dr. Brehmer warmly contests these views and, it must 
be admitted, with ability. He, in brief, endeavors to prove that 
pulmonary chronic consumption is never produced by the bacilli, 
and is neither contagious, nor, strictly speaking, hereditary. As a 
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director for more than thirty years of a private institution for the 
treatment of consumptives, he has been able to study nearly twelve 
thousand cases, chiefly drawn from the better classes. Certainly 
conclusions based upon such ample clinical material are entitled 


* * *® He has shown from the researches 


to our consideration. 
of Rokitansky and his own, that the lungs of consumptives are 
abnormally large, and the heart and abdominal viscera are abnor- 
mally small. Thus the lungs do not receive their due amount of 
nourishment, and become the foci of disease, where the bacilli 
readily and easily find a lodging-place. This view may appear 
startling, yet it seems well sustained. The flat-breasted person of 
consumptive tendency has the lungs, not small, as is generally sup- 
posed, but elongated and large; the heart not merely atrophied, 
but actually lessened in capacity and power. Thus the relation 
between the normal heart and lung is about one to six ; but in many 
consumptives so great a discrepancy as one to twelve may exist. 
The relation between the lungs and heart may consist not only in 
the former being too large, or the latter too small, but both may be 
actually normal so far as size is concerned, and the evil be found in 
abnormally small pulmonary arteries. Not only does the heart show 
physical incapacity, but it is functionally weakened, palpitation al- 
ways existing to a greater or less degree in consumptives. Whatever 
may be the exact relation between these organs, the result is 
invariably the same—deficient nutrition to the tissue of the lungs. 
Rarely are the abdominal viscera enlarged, and almost constantly it 
is found that consumptives have never been hearty eaters. A person 
with large breast, and its accompanying small lungs, an enlarged and 
powerful heart, well developed abdominal viscera, and a hearty 
appetite, rarely, if ever, becomes consumptive. 

Here, then, is the ultimate cause of the disease—impaired nutri- 
tion. This impaired nutrition may be the result of various ante- 
cedent causes. First, and most important of all, is that due to 
hereditary or pre-natal life. Instances are too numerous to require 
argument, that acquired peculiarities may be and are transmitted to 


offspring. Impaired vitality, from whatever cause it may be due, 
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reappears often in the child. When such impaired vitality consists 
in the predisposing abnormal correlation of lungs, heart and viscera, 
the fuel is prepared that only needs the match to start into active 
flame. The question here is of the greatest moment—were the 
tubercle-bacillus no longer in existence, would tuberculous disease 
become extinct? * * * That consumption is contageous in the 
ordinary sense of the word, the author emphatically denies. It is 
true that the bacilli are rarely found in the atmosphere, except in 
large hospitals, where many cases of the disease are treated; but the 
author contends that a person not predisposed may expose himself 
with impunity to the contagia without becoming infected. As an 
evidence, is adduced the fact in Gébersberg, during the last forty 
years, many thousand cases have been treated. Nevertheless, the 
mortality from this cause among the inhabitants of the place has 
actually decreased by about fifty per cent. from that of the preced- 
ing forty years. A century ago,in Naples and in Portugal, legal 
enactments placed this disease under the most vigorous ban. It 
was looked upon and treated as one of the worst pestilential dis- 
eases, and everything connected with it pronounced unclean and 
dangerous. For fifty-six years were these vigorous laws enforced, 
to the great discomfort of the people, but without result ; there was 
no decrease in consumption. * * * 

The author believes that the operation of all these causes is such 
that morphological changes are brought about, enabling one, years, 
even decades, in advance, to predict with great probability which 
members of a given family will be afflicted with pulmonary 
consumption, and which will remain healthy. When acquired 
peculiarities through generations have become fixed, then and in 
this sense only, does pulmonary consumption become hereditary. 





TANNIN is said to be a specific for carbuncle. The dry powder 
should be sprinkled on as long as it will dissolve. Every day the 
carbuncle should be washed and resprinkled with tannin. It is said 
that under this treatment the carbuncle soon heals, and without 
much pain. 























LOCALIZATION OF FUNCTION IN THE BRAIN. 


Recent numbers of the Rundschau illustrate some aspects of 
psychological activity to which the German public are giving atten- 
tion. Professor Golz contributes a lengthy but very well written 
article on brain localization. Professor Golz is generally regarded 
as an extreme “anti-localizationist.’”” Perhaps the present article 
embodies his later convictions, in which, though not yielding his 
former position, he has stated it in a way that allies his opinions with 
those of other experimenters. He calls his article “ Modern Phre- 
nology,” comparing the modern attempt to mark off the cortex of 
the brain into functional areas to the attempts of Gall and Spurz- 
heim to correlate mental faculties with cranial formations. The 
cortex is not, according to his views, a mosaic of sensory and motor 
areas, such as Ferrier, and, especially, Munk, would have us be- 
lieve. The experiments do not bear out that conclusion: for the 
loss of motion and sensation following the extirpation of certain 
brain areas is not permanent; the function is regained if the animal 
survives. In many cases the animals have not been kept long 
enough. The lack of certainty that the underlying fibers have not 
been stimulated is another objection. Moreover, there is no part 
of the cortex of which you can say that its removal must cause the 
loss of sensation or of motion. Not even Broca’s convolution, the 
close relation of which to the language center has always been a 
firm support to the localizers, is exempt from this criticism. Prof. 
Golz devotes the main part of his paper to a critical review, in con- 
clusion, however, he suggests what he considers to be the true rela- 
tion of cortex to function. Fleurens thought that the whole cortex 
was alike in significance. Modern localizers hold that no two parts 
are functionally alike. The true view lies between the two. If we 
compare the cortex to a map, Fleurens would make no distinction 
between one part of the map and another. The localizers mark it 
off into countries, 7. ¢., political divisions, with sharp, distinct 
boundaries. Professor Golz would mark his map off like those 
which represent the distribution of plants. In one part the vine 
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would have its center; in another, rice; in a third, barley; but each 
would have some vine, some rice, and some barley, although there 
would be places which would have neither. The boundaries be- 
tween the regions are loose: we have a focus, but it is not a point. 
These views are certainly rational, and coincide almost exactly with 
Lunani’s and Exner’s results. Perhaps it is not too hazardous to 
say that a strict localization of function can no longer be upheld. 
— Science, February, 5, 1856. 


COFFEE AS A POISON. 


M. C. Terry, M. D. 


In bringing to notice a few of the objectionable features of 
coffee, permit me to say at the outset that I am not at league against 
the dealers in this article. I shall not discuss its reputed nourish- 
ing qualities, or consider it from a physiological standpoint, neither 
shall I describe in detail the extensive use made of it as an antidote 
to known and unknown poisons. The proof of its power as a drug 
may be inferred from the fact that it is used to a greater extent 
than any other as an antidote for poisons, both animal and vegeta- 
ble. I am not talking to the public in general, who are well and 
who drink coffee regularly. I wish simply to gain the ear of those 
who have pains in the region of the heart, oppressive breathing, an 
irregular pulse; those who are excessively nervous and unable to 
sleep at night; those who have a full feeling, dizziness, and pains 
neuralgic in character in various parts of the head; who have nausea 
and soreness of the stomach without having transgressed the laws 
of life; who have pains in the liver, a yellow skin with eyes of the 
same hue; who have hemorrhoids; to those I offer these few sugges- 
tions: Omit the coffee for a time, “throw physic to the dogs,” ex- 
pel the caffeine from the system as soon as possible by warm and 
cold sponge baths, with rubbings, and thus each one prove for him- 
self whether coffee be the cause of nature’s criesornot. * * 
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It has been my observation that some of the strongest persons— 
in appearance—are subject to heart and head symptoms induced by 
this drug. In these days of sudden death it may well be a matter 
for consideration whether the continual excitement, to which the 
nervous system is subjected under the general use of coffee, may not 
be a primary factor in its cause. The heart and brain require rest 
as well as other organs of the body. If the vessels in the brain are 
kept abnormally distended, we have as a warning dizziness, pain, 
and if these symptoms are not heeded, a breaking down of the walls 
of the vessels, and then we have apoplexy. So with the heart. So 
short are the intervals of rest, when beating at the normal range of 
from 72 to 84, that we can hardly comprehend it. Add to this the 
stimulating action of coffee, which will send it up to go in many in- 
stances, but in others simply increasing the tension, and we have 
eventually a weakening of the muscular fibers, irregularity of its 
action, valvular diseases, and subsequently a sudden cessation of its 
movements, producing immediate death.—WV. Y. Medical Times. 


HAVE THE HOMOEOPATHISTS NO SURGEONS ? 


Wo. Tov. Hertmutn, M, D. 

It must be remembered that those who embraced the doctrine 
of “Similia” in the early days, were generally men more or less 
advanced in years; men who were graduated as allopathists; men 
who had for the most part discarded operative surgery many years 
before, as rather distasteful, and whose course of life, habits and 
reading led them to the practice of medicine, rather than that of sur- 
gery. These men had become converts to a new faith, had the 
courage of their convictions, and with the zeal which always belongs 
to proselytes, entered heart and soul into the cultivation and experi- 
mentation of the facts belonging to theirnew faith. The enthusiasm 
of these men was unbounded; their faith in the law of cure was 
perfect; their study of the materia medica untiring. For the sake 
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of the system they had espoused, they were willing to be ostracised 
by their former medical friends; they suffered the odious epithets 
of quack and knave to be heaped upon them; they were expelled 
from the medical societies to which they belonged, and their fellow 
graduates did not recognize them in the public streets. The scapel 
to these men was beneath notice. They were intensely bent on 
proving to the world the truth of that law, for which they had 
endured so much. They were desirous of publishing to their oppo- 
nents cures effected by infinitesimal doses of medicine prescribed 
according to the homeopathic law, and all else in medical science 
to them was as naught. They studied materia medica in those days 
with a fervency and with a conscientious sense of its absolute neces- 
sity. They were not surgeons; they did not profess so to be; they 
wished the people to understand that surgery was not within the 
province of their study, and were glad to proclaim that they had no 
part or lot in that department of medical science—hence the preva- 
lence of the belief that there was “no surgery among the homeo- 
paths.’ 


’ 


Well it is for us that this unanimity of thought, of study, 
of zeal and self-sacrifice existed in those days. It was just those 
conditions that render homeopathy so secure in its position to-day. 
It was those elder men who endured the opprobrium, fought the 
battles, withstood the obloquy, and came out victorious, that enabled 
the men of later period to cultivate the collateral branches. * * 

But with the foundation of the colleges, with the increasing 
number of young men in attendance whose tastes were “ surgery- 
ward,” the aspect of things gradually changed; and, considering the 
difficulty in revolutionizing public sentiment, has rapid/y changed 
all over the country. In every city, town and village are men who 
are not only willing but anxious to-perform any surgical operation 
brought to their notice. Hospitals are established in the great cities 
where all, no matter of what class or character, are treated, and 
with a success that challenges comparison. ‘The clinics of the col- 
leges are often visited by students of other medical institutions, to 
observe the peculiar after-treatment, and the ubiquitous dispensary 
patient, who lectures on himself with a fluency that bespeaks long 
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practice, makes his appearance as regularly at our amphitheaters as 
at those of the rival colleges, and bears his testimony at least to the 
fact “that the homceopaths now are pretty good surgeons.”— 
American Homeopathist. 


MASSACHUSETTS HOMOEOPATHIC TRAINING-SCHOOL FOR NURSES. 


The establishment of the Massachusetts Homeeopathic Train- 
ing School for Nurses, which the public has long desired, and the 
medical board of the hospital has strongly urged in its two last 
annual reports, will be very gratifying to the profession. The num- 
ber of pupils will, for the present, be limited to sixteen. The direc- 
tors have issued the following circular: 

“The school will be under the general supervision of a manag- 
ing committee, which will hold meetings on the last Saturday of 
every month. 

“The committee will decide upon the admission and discharge 
of pupils. 

“A list of applicants for admission will be kept, also a record of 
their conduct and qualifications during connection with the school, 
and a register of the graduates with diplomas, together with their 
subsequent occupation and residence, in order to facilitate finding 
them when needed. 

“The school term will be two years, and all applicants admitted 
will come on probation for one month without pay, when, if con- 
sidered suitable, they must sign an agreement to remain two years, 
and to conform to the regulations and pursue the course of instruc- 
tion prescribed. (The pay, besides board, will be very small the 
first year.) 


“Examination of applicants for entrance to the school will be 
held twice in the year, or oftener if necessary. Those members of 
the graduating class, who pass satisfactorily, will receive diplomas. 
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“There will also be quarterly examinations to determine the 
standing and continuance of pupils. 

“Lectures will be delivered by members of the medical board 
and others, and instructions will be given by the head nurses in 
practical nursing." —WV. 2. Medical Gazette. 


CLINICAL CASES. 





J. W. Bue ti, M. D., Rochester, N. Y. 


The close connection between diseases manifesting themselves in 
widely different ways is illustrated by the following cases : 

Mrs. , et. 32, a widow, complained of aleucorrheeal trouble, 
accompanied with some soreness about the neck of the womb. An 
examination showed a slightly conjested condition but no serious 
trouble. I inserted a calendule suppository and gave bell. internally. 
She returned in three days not able to speak above a whisper. I 
then found that she had been under the care of two physicians, both 
of whom had been giving her local treatment, one for the uterine 
trouble and the other for the throat symptoms, and that for several 
months she had alternated between the two with a corresponding 
return of one or the other of these manifestations. A few doses of 
gelseminum removed the whole trouble. 








Mrs. W. , et. 26, came to me in October last with a severe 
attack of eczema, manifesting itself most markedly behind the ears 
and at the back of the head and neck. Gave sulph. 6% twice a day, 
on which she improved slowly, and at the end of five weeks the 
trouble had nearly disappeared, and I failed to hear from her till 
early in January when I was called to see her at her home, and found 
her confined to her bed, complaining of bearing-down pains with 
sorenesss over the whole uterine region and some leucorrheea. On 
inquiry she said the skin trouble had entirely disappeared under the 
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use of an ointment. Gave sulph. again and in two days had the satis- 
faction of seeing the soreness and pain sabsiding with a slight return 
of the eruption about the head, which has since been entirely removed 
by the occasional use of the remedy. 


CEANOTHUS IN SPLENIC DISORDERS. 


J. A. Wuitrman, M D., Beauford, S. C. 


In this climate we have considerable trouble with the spleen, 
from the effects of malaria, and do not find them easily corrected. 
I have, however, been much encouraged by the results of the use of 
ceanothus. 

I was called to see a man, about forty years of age, who had been 
suffering for a week with a dreadful pain in his left side, for which 
he could get no relief. I found, upon examination, a very much en- 
larged spleen. As he had a considerable rise of bodily temperature 
I gave him a dose of aconite to reduce this and then put him on 
ceanothus 2* every two hours, with hot water compress over the 
painful part. He was soon relieved of most of his suffering. The 
medicine was continued at intervals, and in six weeks he was en- 
tirely well, the spleen having returned to its natural size. This is 
but one case of many in which I have seen ceanothus act like a 
charm in removing splenic engorgement and induration.—A merican 
Homeopathist. 


THE attention of physicians is called to the Hahnemann ban- 
quet to be held at the Powers Hotel, Rochester, April ro. It 
would greatly assist the committee of arrangements if all physicians 
who expect to attend would at the earliest possible moment send 
their names to the chairman, Dr. A. M. Dayfoot, 41 Sophia street, 
Rochester, N. Y. 














ohe 
Physicians and Surgeons Investigator. 
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CURIOSITIES are met with in all departments of thought and of 
life. In the presence of perfect intelligence—of absolute conscious- 
ness—they would all melt away. It would be seen that all things 
are governed by law—nothing by chance. It would be known that 
there is no such thing as a conflict of laws; that what is spoken of 
as such, and appears to be such, is only a change of administration— 
passing from the operation and dominion of one, to that of another 
law. It would be understood that individualities do not control law, 
but that law governs individualities, both physically and mentally. 

In the presence of such intelligence a failure of charity would be 
impossible. Unfortunately, no such height of “understanding” 
has yet been attained, and so there are curiosities, and, again, there 
are curiosities. 

For example, it is curious that reform, born of ignorance and 
bigotry, should so often become hampered by dogma, and finally 
end in bigotry again. It would seem to show that it must be on 
account of ignorance. But some of these things are only relative. 
The last ignorance may not be as profound as the former, but on 
that very account the latter bigotry appears to be the more 
monstrous. 

But it is in this way-—by cycles, as it were—that things are 
evolved and the general stock of knowledge is increased. 
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Thirty-two years ago, when we attended lectures in the Homeo- 
pathic Medical College of Pennsylvania—the best, and, at the time, 
the only college of its kind, but one, in the world—we heard noth- 
ing about the “single remedy” and the “minimum dose.” The 
noble men who constituted its then corps of professors were, to the 
best of their ability, evolving homceopathy. They were made the 
butts of ridicule and contempt, and were breasting a strong tide of 
opposition. They were not in a condition to be arrogant and dog- 
matic. Our preserved notes of the lectures of such men as Small 
and Williamson—men at the time standing at the very head of the 
school—declare in favor of the attenuation of remedies, and the giv- 
ing of such dose or doses as the age, temperament and circum- 
stances appear to demand. ‘There was no attempt to dictate or 
decide in favor of single remedies, nor the doses in which they 
should be prescribed. Other things being equal, we were taught 
that acute diseases should have the lower attenuations and the more 
frequent repetition of the dose. But many years have passed away; 
colleges and graduates have multiplied, and, finally, come the 
“ Hahnemannians”’ and the “ Internationals,” with their creeds and 
the declaration, “‘He that is not for us is against us; he is an 
‘Eclectic’; ‘let him be anathema.’”’ Is it not a curiosity that the 
farther from the fountain, the purer and more absolute the water 
from the spring? And yet, in cases like this, it almost always is so. 
Perfect intelligence would comprehend why, and hand out olive 
branches. 

One of the brightest and most highly cultured minds of our 
school recently declared that, “For nearly twenty years I pre- 
scribed, almost exclusively, the zooth potency; but, for the last few 
years, I have been prescribing, mainly, the third and sixth attenua- 
tion, and have about come to the conclusion that my results are — 
more prompt and far-reaching than formerly with the two- 
hundredth. * * * TI have no tolerance for those who mix their 
remedies and over-dose their patients.” 

Now there are physicians of as much brain, culture and under- 
standing who do “alternate remedies’ and who declare that the 
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practice can be successfully defended both on expedient and scien- 
tific grounds; who even go further; who declare that if remedies 
having different symptoms in the proving can possibly conflict in 
application, there is nothing of the law of similars. We do not pro- 
pose to enter into any controversy upon this matter or to make any 
‘profession of faith’ in the premises. But it did strike us as curious 
that a man who should in one breath confess that he had been 
groping in the dark for twenty years, should in another declare so de- 
cisively in favor of intolerance. But perfect intelligence would ap- 
preciate that law governs individuality and not the reverse; that 
force is back of all things though in one case it may turn a water- 
wheel and in another lift a baloon; that these machines are not to 
blame the one for going up and the other for turning around. 


AT THE July meeting of the Homeceopathic Medical Society of 
Western New York one of our staff read a paper entitled* “ Ex- 
ophthalmic Goitre and its Analogues.” 

Its objective point was to suggest the probable pathology of that 
disease through a study from analogy. It was submitted that vaso- 
motor dilatations might be direct from the medulla or by reflex ac- 
tion through it. Reference was had to the polyuria of hysteria, to 
true diabetes insipidus, to diabetes mel., and to other troubles from 
vaso-motor action. After full review it was held probable that ex- 
ophthalmos would essentially be found to be idiopathic of some oc- 
cult condition of the ovaries. It was also held that the fact of its 
occurrence in the male strengthened rather than weakened the view, 
because the medulla was alike and discharged the same function in 
both sexes; that therefore the great preponderance of the disease in 
females favored the opinion that occasional reflexes from the sperm- 
atic plexus in the male might give similar results to those which 
come from the ovarian in the female. 

But it is not the intention to set forth the points of that paper, 
nor to discuss its details. It is mentioned here for the purpose of 
bringing in the report of two cases (Dr. Fritch, Proceedings Hom. 


*This essay will appear in the February number of the V. A. Journal of Homeopathy. 
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Medical Society of Ohio) in the same family; one a male, aged 38; 
the other his sister, aged 32. 

They present two points of interest in connection with the argu- 
ments of the paper referred to: 1st, “ The woman had not menstru- 
ated for thirteen months, and had lost all sexual desire; the man was 
absolutely impotent, the testes being partially atrophied, and the scro- 
tium relaxed to an unusual degree.” 2d, Both cases were complica- 
ted with diabetis mel., and both were completely cured by uranium 
nit., which Prout says “is indicated when the disease originates in 
assimilating derangements,” in other words, when not idiopathic of 
disease of the brain. 

We thought it.well to bring this to the attention of the large 
number of physicians present at the July meeting, while the matter 
might be somewhat fresh in their recollections. 


AT THE recent meeting of the New York State Homeopathic 
Medical Society, Dr. W. S. Searle of Brooklyn read a draft of a bill 
on State Medicine, which had been presented to the proper com- 
mittee of the Legislature. We will not give a synopsis of the bill, 
but will note two provisions in it which appear quite original : 

First. One creating a degree of State Medicine (S.M.) The can- 
didate for this degree, who must possess the first degree in the arts, 
must also be a graduate from some chartered medicalcollege. Then 
an independent State Board of Examiners demand rigid examina- 
tions and make fractical tests of qualifications in the laboratory and 
in the various clinics of some hospital. Dr. Searle would have the 
degree of S. M. indicate a title of excellence superior to that of 
M. D., by placing the holder on a higher plane of attainments. 


Second. No examination in materia medica is required, Dr. Searle 
holding that the man who can pass the proposed crucial examina- 
tions is competent to select his own therapeutics. This provision 
solves the knotty problem of school representation on the Board of 
Examiners, while the first provision meets the demand for higher 
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medical education. Much as we would like to see the working of 
this bill, we fear the millenium only can produce such a result. 


WE HAVE been much interested in a proposition by our valued 
contemporary, the Zra. It invites physicians to prescribe for two 
given cases, promising that when one hundred prescriptions shall 
have been received it will publish the remedies named. It says: 
““We do this to ascertain how many physicians out of a hundred 
will agree upon the same remedy.” 

Were the proposition one in astronomy, all returns would be 
exactly the same; but in this case we fear there may be a little 
straggling when the prescriptions are all in. If so, it will goto show 
that even sciences differ. 

There is one thing, however, which ought to mitigate any pos- 
sible unfavorable inferences as to the scientific status of one of those 
referred to, and that is—the prescriptions will principally come 
from the young, inexperienced and impulsive members of the school. 
You cannot catch old birds with—fragmentary and imperfectly 


stated cases. Those given in the #ra, to our minds. are of this 
character. 


~ Society and Hospital Motires. : 


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE STATE HOMCOPATHIC 
SOCIETY. 

The thirty-fifth annual session of the Homeceopathic Medical 
Society of New York State convened in the Common Council 
chamber at ten a.M. February 9. President M. O. Terry, of Utica, 
called the meeting to order. Quite a large representation of 
delegates were present. 





The President’s Address was listened to with close attention. 
He referred to the struggles of the legislative committee to prevent 
unjust discriminations. He recommended that the county societies 
be strengthened by making every homeopathic physician an active 
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member, both in the County and State societies. He recommended 
that the clause, “I hereby acknowledge that I believe in the law, 
‘ Similia similibus curanter,’” be stricken from the by-laws as a re- 
quisite for membership, so that any regularly-graduated physician 
should be admitted unconditionally. In consequence of the par- 
tiality shown by the State Board of Charities, he advised that its 
abolishment be recommended, in accordance with Governor Hill’s 
suggestion in his inaugural. 

After the reading of the minutes of the semi-annual meeting, 
and the resolutions on the death of the late Dr. J. Savage Delavan, 
of Albany, the following committees were announced by the presi- 
dent: 

President’s Address—Drs. Paine, Spencer. 

Credentials—Drs. Gorham, Wolcott. 

Auditing—Drs. Hasbrouck, Winterburn, Lee. 

Invitations—Drs, Paine, Wright. 

Regents’ Degree—Drs. Lewis, Dillow, Jones. 

Chairmen of Bureaux—Drs. Houghton, Dayfoot, Allen. 

Dr. Egbert Guernsey presented a report from the Committee on 
Medical Education, accompanying it with critical remarks on the 
subject, and expressing a hope that examinations would be made 
more thorough. 

Dr. Houghton, chairman of the Bureau of Otology, read from 
that bureau a paper by Dr. W. P. Fowler, on “Dulcamara as a 
Remedy in Catarrh of the Middle Ear,” and one on “ Tissue Reme- 
dies of the Ear,” by himself. After the discussion of these papers, 
the session adjourned. 

The afternoon session began at 2:30 o’clock, with the report of 
Dr. A. B. Norton, chairman of ophthalmology, who described mi- 
nutely two cases of defective vision from divergent strabismus, for 
which he had operated with exceptionally good results, and then read 
a paper prepared by Dr. Alton G. Warner, of New York, on 
““Phlyctenular Ophthalmia.”’ 

Dr. A. R. Wright read a paper on “ Morbility Reports,” from the 
Bureau of Vital Statistics. He made a strong plea for the collect- 
ing and compiling of vital statistics, which in England and France 
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is carried tosuch a degree of perfection. The efforts of the late Dr. 
J. Savage Delavan in making such compilations for this State had 
been unusually successful, but even his system was not a perfect one. 

Dr. Guernsey, of the Committee on the President’s Address, re- 
ported favorably on the recommendations in the address, and they 
were taken up separately and discussed. 

The clause endorsing Gov. Hill’s view of abolishing the State 
Board of Charities was tabled, although a large number were in 
favor of its adoption. 

The high potency subject provoked considerable discussion, 
Dr. H. M. Paine claiming that adherence to it was not homeopathy, 
and he favored a motion discountenancing the use of potencies 
above the 12”. 

Dr. Brown opposed the motion, on the ground that investigation 
and experiment should not be hampered or restricted. He thought 
that the true aim of the Society would be to favor all attempts at 
finding out where the potency of medicine ceases. 

Dr. Geo. E. Gorham corroborated this view, and declared that 
as yet it was impossible to draw the line of demarcation between the 
recuperative forces of nature and the curative power of drugs. In 
the use of the higher potencies, the difficulty of the matter is greatly 
increased, without doubt, but all possible investigation on that point 
is desirable. 

Drs. Spencer, Lewis, Bull and Guernsey, discussed the subject 
pro andcon. Dr. T.F. Allen thought that all methods should be 
left open to a possible following, and that no scientific body could 
afford to limit investigation on any subject. The matter was tabled 
indefinitely. The other recommendations were adopted and fifty 
dollars were raised for the cost of compiling and printing an index 
to the tenth volume of Transactions. 

Dr. Herbert M. Dayfoot, chairman of the Bureau of Obstetrics, 
reported several papers, one on “The Management of the Third 
Stage of Labor” being read by the author, Dr. E. S. Wolcott, and 
one by Dr. J. Freeman Atwood, on “ Mechanical Aids to Parturition, 
Non-Instrumental,” read by title. 
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Dr. G. W. Winterburn, in place of Dr. F. F. Laird, reported 
from the Bureau of Materia Medica, and read the following papers : 
“Dropsy of Pregnancy,” by C. Judson Hill of Utica, and “ Materia 
Medica of Ascites,” by himself. 

The president here introduced Prof. H. F. Biggar, A. M., M. D., 
of the Homeeopathic College of Cleveland, Ohio, as the speaker at 
the evening session. Prof. Biggar briefly responded. 

From the Bureau of Histology was reported to be read a paper 
by Dr. J. M. Schley on “The Great Prevalance of Nephritis, as 
shown by the Microscope,” in the course of which he stated that 
“Life insurance companies are apparently in perfect ignorance of 
the existence of catarrhal nephritis and its serious complications.” 
The paper was one of unusual value. 

The evening session opened with a most admirable paper on 
“Medical Progress,” by Prof. Biggar, of Cleveland. He showed 
that the life of a thousand persons is now equal in duration to that 
of 1,070 previously, and that 1,000 births will now keep up the 
growth of our population as well as 1,070 used to. He enumerated 
some of the progressive tendencies of the medical profession, nam- 
ing particularly the introduction of ether, chloroform, nitrous oxide, 
hydrate of chloral, and cocaine. The treatment of wounds by the 
use of improved antiseptics; also, the many improvements in surgi- 
cal treatment. He instanced the very decided evidences of medical 
progress in the prevention of disease as well as by relieving and 
curing it; the check that was placed upon the spread of epidemic 
cholera during the past year in Europe was strong proof of this 
fact. Healsospoke of diminished mortality in epidemics of cholera, 
typhoid and yellow fevers; the decided increase in the percentage 
of cures effected in cases of insanity. 

To show the progress homceopathy had made, he quoted from 
the recent report to the American Institute of Homceopathy, show- 
ing that there are in this country twenty-nine State societies, one 
hundred and two local societies, twenty-one medical clubs, twenty- 
five general hospitals under homeeopathic control, thirty special hos- 
pitals, fifty dispensaries, and thirteen homeeopathic colleges, from 
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which were graduated, last year, three hundred and sixty-five homceo- 
pathic physicians, The value of exclusively homceopathic hospital 
property is nearly $4,000,c00. The number of patients admitted in- 
to these hospitals, during 1885, was 11,335. The number of patients 
treated during the same period, at homceopathic dispensaries, was 
nearly 100,000, and the number of prescriptions upward of 300,000. 
In conclusion he counseled still greater activity, and recalled the fact 
that progress had only been made slowly, and what was needed was 
permanent application and loyalty. 

Dr. Brown read an interesting paper on “ Dynamization and 
Force,” which was followed by an extended and exhaustive report 
of the committee on legislation. This embraced several able papers, 
including one by Dr. H. M. Paine. ‘The session continued until ten 
o'clock, adjourning to the same hour Wednesday morning. 

When the Society reconvened, the attendance was somewhat 
larger than on the opening day. 

The proceedings were opened with a report on clinical medicine 
by Dr. George E. Gorham, of Albany. The report embraced three 
papers: “Epidemic Cholera,” by Dr. H. M. Paine, of Albany, in 
which were embodied summaries of circulars issued by the various 
State boards of health, which contain all the essentials regarding 
the most approved methods for arresting the progress and securing 
the control and entire eradication of this peripatetic scourge: “ Lead 
Colic,” by Dr. George Allen, of Waterville, giving its etiology, mor- 
bid anatomy, pathology, symptoms, prognosis, treatment and pro- 
phylaxis; “Gangrene of the Lungs,” by Dr. F. Lenggenhager, of 
Utica, in which the history of an interesting and instructive case 
was given in detail; “ Etiology of Asiatic Cholera,” by Dr. J. N. 
Tilden, of Peekskill, embracing thé means of communication, vari- 
ous theories regarding the cause of its origin, recent investigations 
into the germ theory, favorable conditions for the growth of the 
poison, the origin of the germ being in India, and closing with a re- 
view of Koch’s theory of the disease. 


Dr. Spencer, from the Bureau of Surgery, reported two papers, 
one of which, ‘The Value of Ovarian Pathology in Etiology of 
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Mammary Neoplasms,” by Dr. H. I. Ostrom, was read by title, and 
one, on “ Urethral Stricture of Large Calibre,” which was read by 
the author, Dr. J. M. Lee. 


* * * * 


The Society then went into an election for officers, with Drs. 
Sterling and Gorham as tellers. The following were chosen: 

President—Dr. Henry C. Houghton, of New York. 

First Vice-President—Dr, F. Park Lewis, of Buffalo. 

Second Vice-President—Dr. Titus L. Brown, of Binghamton. 

Third Vice-President—Dr. E. W. Bryan, of Corning. 

Secretary—Dr. H. M. Dayfoot, of Rochester. 

Treasurer—Dr. E. S. Coburn, of Troy. 

Censors—Northern District, Drs. A. W. Holden, S. J. Pearsall and W. T. 
Laird; Southern District, Drs. F. E. Doughty, E. S. Hasbrouck, A. B. Norton; 
Middle District, Drs. M. O. Terry, George E. Gorham, F. L. Vincent; Western 
District, Drs. A. S. Couch, N. Osborne and E. H. Wolcott. 

After a lively ballot Niagara Falls was selected as the place for 
the semi-annual meeting ovez Poughkeepsie and Syracuse. Brighton 
Beach was one of the places suggested, its racing and pool attrac- 
tions being descanted upon in a humorous vein by several of the 
members. 

The special committee appointed to examine the qualifications 
of Drs. S. Lilienthal, E. S. Hasbrouck, Titus L. Brown and E. S. 
Coburn as candidates for the regents’ degree, reported favorably, 
and they were duly elected, and will be recommended to the regents 
of the university for the degree. 

Drs. H. M. Paine, George M. Dillow and F. Park Lewis were 
appointed a committee to report at the next annual meeting regard- 
ing the design for which the honorary degree of Doctor of Medicine 
was created. 

Dr. Thomas DD. Spencer presented a report from the Bureau of 
Surgery with a paper by himself on “ Tracheotomy in Diphtheritic 
Largyngitis with Post-Operative Treatment.” The paper was val- 
uable in that it presented some indisputable arguments, founded on 
practical experience of the benefit of tracheotomy judiciously em- 
ployed in diphtheritic croup and laryngeal diphtheria. 
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Dr. H. M. Paine next offered a long preamble with reference to 
the subject, with the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Legislation be instructed to endeavor to 
prevent the repeal of the law of 1872 creating State Boards of Medical Examiners; 
also to secure an amendment thereto providing for a withdrawal from the medical 
colleges of the right to grant licenses to practice medicine in this State. 


This was adopted, and after the transaction of some further 
routine business the Society adjourned sine die. 


BUFFALO CITY EYE AND EAR DISPENSARY. 

The annual meeting of the board of directors of the Buffalo 
City Eye and Ear Dispensary was held January 10, 1886. The res- 
ignation of John Gordon, D. D., as a member of the board, was 
tendered, as he was about to remove to another city, and Mr. O. P. 
Letchworth elected as his successor. The report of the year’s work 
makes a most gratifying showing, the total number of prescriptions 
for the year being 3,329. Dr. F. Park Lewis was re-elected surgeon 
in charge, and Dr. Herbert Beals surgical assistant. 


Hook oti 
ook SHotices. 
TRANSACTIONS OF THE HOMC:OPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIETY OF THE STATE OF 


New York. Vol. XX. 1885. E.S. Coburn, Troy, N. Y., Treasurer. 
The papers and reports of this society for the annual and semi- 





annual meeting for 1885 form externally a handsome octavo volume 
of 300 pages. The essays cover a wide range of subjects and are 
of exceptionally good quality. The record presented would indi- 
cate that the society is accomplishing a work in medical science 
with which the school represented may feel grateful. The typog- 
raphy of the volume, however, is wretched and the proof-reading 
inexcusable. In some of the best papers errors of this kind and 
careless omissions greatly mar the general effect. It would be well 
for the publication committee to exercise a more careful supervision 
over this matter in the future. The volume is embellished with a 


most excellent engraving of the former President and present 
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Treasurer, Dr. E. S. Coburn, than whom no one has labored more 
earnestly or conscientiously for the welfare of the society. 








THERAPEUTIC KEY; OR, PRACTICAL GUIDE FOR THE HOMEOPATHIC TREAT- 
MENT OF DISEASE. ByI. D. Johnson, M. D. Philadelphia: F. E. Beericke, 
Hahnemann Publishing House. 1886. 


“Therapeutic key-notes,” said Dr. H. C. Allen, of Ann Arbor, 
at the recent meeting of the N. Y. State Homeopathic Medical 
Society, “are at once the greatest blessing and the greatest curse in 
medicine.” Regarded simply as the fundamental tone of the har- 
mony, and valueless in the absence of subordinate but essential 
elements, the “key-note” is of importance as suggesting, not indi- 
cating, the similimum. Employed in this way, and supplemented 
by complete drug pathogenesis, its utility is unquestioned. The 
danger to be feared, however, is that the junior student will be will- 
ing to rest satisfied with the “key,” and not employ it—to change 
the figure—as an instrument simply by which the great store-house 
of therapeutic truths may be opened. The popularity of the little 
book is evidenced in the fact that the present is the fifteenth edition 
which has been published. Without materially increasing the size 
of the book, much new matter has been added, including the care 
of the sick-room, diabetes, auxiliary measures, emergencies, etc., 
materially increasing its value. In connection with more extended 
works on the subjects treated, and employed simply to emphasize 
important truths, the little book possesses a very positive value to 
the student, and as a reminder to the busy practitioner might well 
find a place upon his library shelves. 


THE popularity of the Cen¢éury magazine appears-to be con- 
stantly increasing. Notwithstanding the large issue published, a 
second edition of the January number was required. The 
illustrations are exceptionally fine: 


Amon the periodicals for children, none are quite equal to Sz. 
Nicholas. It is one of the well-edited magazines which parents 
may place in the hands of the children without the slightest danger 
as to the results. The January number gives promise of even 
greater excellence than heretofore attained. 
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—Stigmata maidis is highly recommended for heart diseases 
accompanied by cedema of lower extremities. 

—‘‘It is a disgrace to the profession that the uterus has been so 
indiscriminately cauterized, scraped, replaced and subjected to 
medication.” —Buffalo Medical and Surgical Journal. | 

—Among the new advertisements for this month will be found 
those of The Bausch & Lomb Optical Works of Rochester, and also 
of Ballard & Hurlburt, and E. H. Davis & Co., druggists. 


—Dr. Burt, of Chicago, reports in the “ Clinigue”’ a case of dia- 
betes mellitis, in which the sugar disappeared in less than a week 
after using sizygium jambolanum. 

—My present status is that of a pure Hahnemannian, giving as 
a rule infrequent doses of the moderate attenuation; waging an un- 
sparing warfare upon allopathic expedients of all sorts.— 7. F. Allen 
in The Advance. 


—An English writer points out the probability that a smoky at- 
mosphere is not a wholly unmitigated evil, since its carbon and sul- 
phur must absorb many germs of disease, and tend to prevent the 
spread of epidemics. 

—Dr. Clement Pearson, of Washington, is dead, at the age of 
sixty-six years. Dr. Pearson was an uncompromising homeopathist. 
He was a member of the American Institute of Homeopathy and of 
the International Hahnemannian Association. 


—Dr. W. E. Milbank, of Albany, a member of the New York 
State Homeopathic Medical Society, has been appointed by the 
Governor to fill the vacancy in the State Board of Health, caused by 
the death of Dr. J. Savage Delavan. 














